
Paying for Training 
 
There are several ways to pay for Certified Recovery Specialist (CRS) training in Pennsylvania.  A 
few of the ways to pay for certification training include: 
 
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) 
The Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) helps people with disabilities 
prepare for and achieve an employment goal. OVR has fifteen offices located throughout 
Pennsylvania. If you qualify for OVR services, OVR may pay for you to receive certification 
training. It is up to each OVR office to decide if they will pay for someone’s training. To find out 
if you qualify for OVR services, contact the OVR office near you. 
 
Veterans Affairs 
The Department of Veterans Affairs may offer funding for veterans to attend the CRS training.  
To find your local office please visit https://www.va.gov/find-locations/  
 
Single County Authority (SCA) 
Your county SCA office may be another source of possible funding. Some county SCAs contract 
with the training vendors through the PA Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs to provide 
a CRS class in that county. When this happens, a county purchases an entire class from a 
training vendor. The county then accepts applications from people who want to attend the 
training. In these cases, the training is usually only open to people who reside in that county. 
The people who attend these “county-based” trainings do not have to find funding for their 
training, because the county has already paid for the entire class. 
To find contact information for your county’s SCA office visit 
https://apps.ddap.pa.gov/gethelpnow/CountyServices.aspx 
 
Employer Supported 
Some agencies that employ Certified Recovery Specialists provide career support and assistance 
by paying their certification training fees. At times an agency may be willing to hire someone 
who does not already have the certification to work in a peer support services program and will 
then pay to send that person to the certification training. 
 
Community Support 
Some training participants have had their training fees paid for by local community support.  
Faith-based organizations and local foundations may provide scholarships to individuals seeking 
to advance themselves to provide peers services.  Friends and family members might be able to 
contribute to the training fee as well.   
 
Self Pay 
Individuals seeking certification can also choose to pay for training.  The exact cost varies with 
each class, and depends on the training vendor, the class size, and the location. This does not 
include travel or lodging costs. The Council does provide payment plans upon request.   
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